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OBSERVATIONS, 



»c. 



Having for some years past noticed the total 
neglect of many things essential to the comforts 
of the industrious labourer, the misapplication of 
the parochial funds, and the want of real employ- 
ment for those who are able to work, the following 
observations are submitted to those who may have 
the inclination to consider them, and the power to 
apply the remedies hereafter suggested. 

First, let a barrister' of ten years standing 
be appointed magistrate in the populous towns 
throughout England to act as chairman at the 
petty sessions; — next, let the magistrates be 
directed to enquire what is the amount of weekly 
wages paid to the agricultural labourers, and how 



the poor in search of work are employed and 
relieved. 

If^ for argument's sake^ 12s. be considered as the 
weekly average on the year for labour, (wheat 
being at 60s. per quarter) these wages will not be 
sufficient, if the price of com should rise, and more 
than sufficient if it should fall. To remedy this, I 
should propose that these weekly wages should 
depend on the average price of corn, ascertained 
by the weekly returns of the nearest market from 
the three preceding months. To ensure to the 
agricultural labourers, where it is practicable, the 
possession of a cottage and garden at a moderate 
rent, say 1^. pfer week, it is very desirable that the 
landlords should erect upon their farms a sufficient 
number of substantial cottages for the habitations 
of as many as may be required to till the farm, 
and attach to each cottage not exceeding one-fourth 
of an acre of land. The amount of rent and tithes 
to be paid to the farmer should be specified in the 
lease (of the fartii). Next, that it be recommended 
to masters to pay their labourers on the evening 
preceding a market-day, that their wives may lay 
out their money at the market-town, (if there be 



one near them) or indeed any where in preference 
to the village shop, where credit is at first given 
to compel the purchaser in future to take his 
necessary articles at any price or any weight the 
seller might exact. Would there be any injustice, 
to remedy this, in establishing a shop where arti- 
cles purchased by wholesale, might be retailed for 
ready money at prime cost, with the addition of 
the expenses of delivery and sale ? I have heard 
this has succeeded in Hampshire, on the recom- 
mendation of Sir Thomas Baring. 

Yearly and domestic servants should be preferred 
to weekly servants, the apprenticing of the children 
of the parish enforced, and the masters of them be 
exempted from the assessed taxes on their appren- 
tices, whatever may be their emplojntnent 

That it be strongly recommended to masters, 
previous to hiring servants by the year, to state 
that all in their employ will be required to attend 
their parish church, or other place of public 
wordiip, at least once every Sunday. If all 
labours were, by the l^islature and by owners 
of landed property, suspended on Good Friday, 
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improvement in moral and religious habits might 
be expected. 

All beer-houses, now open for the reception of 
persons to remain and tipple therein, should be 
instantly suppressed; — they are the hot-beds of 
drunkenness, idleness, sedition, turbulence, incen- 
diarisms, and the resort of the vicious of every 
description. 

Every parish should be compelled by the magis- 
trates to swear in a proportion of special constables, 
according to their population, (say ten out of every 
hundred persons, from the ages of twenty to forty- 
five or fifty,) and to every body of twenty special 
constables, let one superior constable, from the age 
of thirty to forty-five, be nominated to act as their 
captain, who might likewise be considered in the 
light of the tithing man, formerly appointed ; and 
whose duty should be to report any persons open- 
ing public-houses or beer-houses if continued, or 
any persons assembling therein during the hours 
of Divine Service; and to take care that these 
houses are closed at eight in the evening in winter, 
and half-past nine in summer ; and to notice whether 



the families in his neighbourhood attend their 
church, and, as much as in him lies, to prevent every 
kind of profanation of the Lord's day. 

And as within twenty miles of London the build- 
ing of houses has greatly increased, on the specula- 
tion of obtaining exorbitant rents, from persons 
who have no visible means of paying them ; and 
those houses are taken by persons with the sole 
view of making themselves parishioners, in places 
where the greatest charitable aid and kindness are 
shown to the poor ; — 

Let all houses under the yearly value of 20/. be 
let by the week. Let there be general acts to 
make the owners of houses under 20/. a year liable 
to parish rates : — near London, a lower rent than 
20/. a year has been found insufficient 

No arrears of parochial rates should be suffered : 
— all bills should be paid before a new rate is made : 



— nor should any greater rate be made than is 
sufficient for the expenditure of the ensuing four 
months. The able-bodied poor should be employed 
on work by measure — and a quantity of land should 
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be taken in the parish by the overseers of the poor, 
in proportion to the numbers of the poor, for spade 
labour : and where no one in the parish is inclined 
to part with land at a fair rent for the employment 
of the poor ; let every one be compelled to con- 
tribute of his land in proportion to the number of 
acres he holds in the parish, the rent and tithes to 
be paid out of the Poor Rates. 

There are various ways by which parochial 
expenses may be lessened, and the comforts of the 
deserving poor increased. It is the duty and the 
interest of any one who contributes to the main- 
tenance of the poor, to watch the amount and the 
expenditure of the rates. It is the interest of the 
proprietor, for himself and tenants, to see that no 
money is lavished on the undeserving, and no de- 
serving person dismissed without redress. Those 
who are yearly chosen as overseers of the poor 
cannot, if they were willing, afford the time neces- 
sary for these duties, and this inability renders an 
assistant at a salary absolutely necessary. It is 
highly advisable that he be continued in his office 
to learn his duties, unless removed by the parish- 
ioners for misconduct. 
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A Poor Rate should not be made until the ex- 
penditure of the former one has been examined by 
the inhabitants. 

Great inconvenience has been occasioned in many 
agricultural parishes by large farms on long leases, 
which have had the effect of diminishing the num« 
her of persons eligible as overseers ; and when it 
happens that one farm has to pay nearly the half 
of every Poor Rate, integrity and self-interest are 
brought into collision. 

Very large farms appear to me to be injurious to 
the interest of the landlord, to individuals, and to 
the community at large. It may likewise be worth 
the inquiry, whether a farm of 2000 acres will 
produce a higher rent to the owner, than if distri- 
buted among five or seven tenants. I am not an 
advocate for very small farms, but I think the rental 
of a farm should never exceed 400/. a year ; and 
farms of 300/. or 200/. a year, and one or two at 
100/. a year, would be highly advantageous to many 
persons, who now, instead of being paupers, or one 
degree above them, mighty as small farmers, gain a 
comfortable maintenance. The produce of each 
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farm would be more regularly brought to market, 
and more hands would be employed in these divided 
farms than if concentrated in one. 



In small farms all the members of a family would 
be working for each other, and have a mutual 
interest in the success of their labours. 

Butter, eggs, poultry, pork, would be cheaper ; — 
and the lands in farms from 200/. to 400/. a year 
would be as highly cultivated, and a greater num- 
ber of acres of land cropt with corn, than if these 
farms were in any one person's holding. 

On small farms many families would be restored 
to the rank of farmers ; and on those of higher rents 
a larger body of yeomen would be created, greatly 
to be desired at all times, and particularly in 
these. 

To remove all complaints as to rent and tithes 
let both be on com rents, and rise or fall according 
to the annual returns of grain ; and if any lease is 
granted, nine years is long enough for the owner of 
the land to entrust his property to any one. 
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A writer of the last century has observed *' that 
in the year 1 700 the Poor Rates were come to such 
an enormous height, throughout the kingdom, they 
were computed at a million yearly, and from that 
time to the end of the last century they had been 
more than doubled, so that there was more than 
twice as much paid to the poor in 1700, as was 
paid to all the clergy in the kingdom in 1790 ; 
and it may please God still to increase the poor till 
they swallow up the rich, which he exemplifies 
by the statement of the Poor Rates, which at that 
time exceeded the fourth part of the whole rents of 
the parish. 

The increase of this burthen of the poor he at- 
tributes first to the corruption of morals amongst 
the poor ; secondly, the indolence of persons of 
fortune and influence, who take no care of the 
poor ; and thirdly, the " laying of too many farms 
together." 

As to the first of these causes, many of our 
grievances in regard to the poor arose from the 
toleration of tippling in public-houses : — drinking 
spiritous liquors at private shops ; and the wander- 
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ing about of idle people, as beggars without restraint, 
from their proper parishes : " of late years," he ob- 
serves, *' the magistrates were then so sensible of 
the increase of poverty, from the increase of pubhc- 
houses, that the number of them has been much 
diminished in many parts of the kingdom." 

In 1832, beer-houses, without restriction, are 
sanctioned by law. 

Another cause of our increasing rates is that 
want of public spirit, and that aversion to business, 
which has prevailed of late years amongst our 
gentry, who leave the inspection of the poor wholly 
to the people at large. 

He observes '^ that the rich are under a fimda- 
mental error, in supposing that the duty of alms- 
giving is the essential part of the comprehensive 
duty of charity, which proceeds /ro/w their object be- 
ing rather to remove present misery than to prevent 
it by encouraging piety, order, and good morals. 
Let gentlemen of fortune give more of their time 
to the poor, and less of their money, and then we 

shall have found out the grand secret of reducing 
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the Parish Rates : the poor would then behave 
better, and cost less, and find themselves much 
happier than they do at present/' 



BeddingioHy Surry, 
March, 1832. 



THK END. 
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